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        WOW Program Lesson Plan  

  Backyard Habitat 
 

         
Learning Objectives  
1.  Students will be able to identify different types of 
habitats.  
 
2. Students will learn what kind of animals live in their 
habitat/backyard. 
 
Preparation 

• Discuss with your child what a habitat is 
• Talk about different habitats (see page 5), find 

photos online, and discuss what habitat we live in  
• Ask them what a habitat needs for animals to 

survive 
• Ask them why they think the animals (i.e. squirrels) 

like to live where they live 
 
Background  
Humans and other animals – including pets, farm animals, and wildlife – have some of the same 
basic needs. Every animal needs a home. Home, for many animals includes the outdoors (not 
just a house). An animal’s home is their habitat. An animal’s habitat includes food, water, shelter 
or cover, and space. Without these, animals cannot survive. Most animals’ requirements for 
food, shelter, and nesting and breeding sites are often tailored to their ecosystems. Different 
kinds of animals respond differently to environmental variables. Few animals fit neatly into a 
single ecosystem. Some animals reside in certain ecosystems year-round, while others migrate 
to different altitudes or latitudes seasonally.  
 
An animal’s shelter might be underground, in a bush, in the bark of a tree, or in some rocks. 
Animals need a place to find food and water. They also need enough space in which to live and 
to find the food, water, and shelter they need. Think of a home/ecosystem for an animal as more 
of a neighborhood that has everything in it that is needed for survival. 
 
 
Introduction 
When we are out walking through the woods, we often hear many different animal sounds. We 
hear birds flying and chirping, chipmunks running across the ground, and squirrels climbing up 
trees. Sometimes we even hear nuts and acorns falling to the forest floor! These are the sounds 
that animals make in their habitats; the question is, why do they live here versus somewhere 
else?  

 

Program Duration:  
20 minutes 
 
Recommended Grade 
Levels: 
K-5th grade  
 
Materials Needed:  
- Paper and pencil  

- Hard surface to write on 

- Your backyard  
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Activity  

1. After explaining to your child what a habitat is, go out into your backyard and have them 
observe! (If you do not have a backyard, visiting a local park would work too)  

2. First have them write down everything their habitat provides - think about shelter, food, 
water, and space. Note how much they think they have of each term. Is there a lot of 
water available or just a little? Why might that be?  

3. Then after filling out the worksheet of the kind of habitat there is, have them sit outside 
for at least 5 minutes and write down what animals they see and hear.  

4. Once they are finished, sit with them and discuss why they think these animals live in 
their backyard!  

 
Questions  
1. What do you need in a habitat?  
2. What kind of habitats are there? 
3. What animals live in your habitat? 
4. How are habitats different from each other? Why do you think that is? 
5. What animals have habitats that are similar to yours? What animals require habitats that are 
different from yours? 
 
Summary  
Every animal, including us, needs a habitat to survive. They provide shelter, food, water and 
space. Without one of these four things the habitat would not be functional. There are many 
different types of habitats! For instance, we have wetlands, grasslands, tropical rainforest, 
desert, coniferous forest, deciduous forest, tundra, polar ice, savanna and mountains. In our 
region (the Midwest) we are most likely to have deciduous forest, temperate grassland, wetland, 
or mountain. Habitats can teach us about the needs that different animals have. Their living 
spaces, temperature needs, and diets can look very different from one another, and they can 
look very different from yours!  
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Habitat Matching Activity 
Draw a line to connect the correct animals (A-D photos) with their habitat (1-4 photos) 
 
  A 
 
 
 
 
              A               1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              B              2 
            
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
C              3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              D               4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  Answers: A-2, B-4, C-1, D-3 
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Habitat Worksheet 

What kind of animals do you see? 

 

 

What was your favorite animal that you 
saw today? 

 

What type of habitat would you name 
your backyard? 

 

 



  WOW Program Lesson Plan  
  Backyard Habitat 

 
© 2012 National Geographic Society 
 https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/animal-homes-and-habitats/  

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/animal-homes-and-habitats/
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Optional Backyard Scavenger Hunt 
Use your senses to look, listen, smell, and feel nature in your backyard!  
 


